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B22 (ouran Cove lfand Resort

Reptiles of
Couran Cove Island Resort

With its diverse range of vegetation, South
Stradbroke Island provides a variety of highly
suitable habitats for many native reptiles.

A number of species have established themselves
throughout the Couran Cove Island Resort site.

Reptiles evolved from a group of early
amphibians and at one time dominated the
world’s land, seas and skies. They appeared

in a variety of forms, the best known of which
are dinosaurs (Cogger, 1996). Reptiles, like
amphibians, are cold-blooded animals and rely
on external heat sources to maintain a constant
body temperature. The main source of this heat
is from the sun and many reptile species may be
observed ‘sunning’ themselves during the day.
Many are active both by day and night, although
there are some species that are only nocturnal.
For ground dwelling species, fallen branches, leaf
litter and small shrubs provide great shelter from
predators. Some species shelter and seek food
under the bark and leaves of trees, while others
prefer the higher branches of the rainforest.

The diet of reptiles varies considerably between
species, with some feeding on a combination

of plant and animal material, while others are
totally carnivorous.

Many reptiles are subject to considerable
individual or geographic variation in colour

and pattern. In certain cases, there is a marked
difference in colour, pattern, size and scale
pattern between male and females of the same
species. Females generally grow larger than
males, however, males are usually more
brilliantly coloured and tend to have longer
tails (Cogger, 1996). Most reptiles lay eggs,
although some give birth to live young. With
many reptilian species, it is the temperature at
the time of incubation that determines the sex
of the offspring.

Within the resort site, and in adjacent terrestrial
and marine environments, 38 species of reptile
are known to exist. Included with this are

17 species of lizards, 15 species of snakes
and 6 turtles.

Lizards

The single most dominant group of lizards known
to occur in this area is the skinks (Queensland
Museum, 1995). Skinks can be relatively hard to
identify as many species have similar colouring
and patterns. Most are small, sun-loving lizards
and are probably the most commonly seen of all
reptiles. Five species of skinks are known to
occur throughout the Couran Cove Island Resort.

They are:

o Secretive Skink Lampropholis amiculata
As the name suggests, the Secretive Skink is a
shy lizard which inhabits open forest and heath
and the outskirts of dry rainforest.

o Scute Snouted Calyptotis Calyptotis scutirostrum
This skink is common in gardens and timbered
areas which are subject to damp conditions.

e Tussock Rainbow Skink Carlia vivax,

Otherwise known as the lively skink, the
Tussock Rainbow Skink lives in leaf litter.

Tussock Rainbow Skink
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o Wall Skink Cryptoblepharus virgatus
The Wall Skink is a flat skink that prefers
vertical surfaces.

¢ Yellow-Bellied Three Toed Skink
Saiphos equalis.

Other species of lizard that live throughout the
resort site include the Lace Monitor Varanus varius
— also known as a Goanna, the Bearded Dragon
Pogona barbata and the Tommy Round Head
Diporiphora australis.

o Carpet Python Morelia spilota
The Carpet Python is commonly observed
around the resort area.
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e The Yellow-Faced Whip Snake

Snakes

One species of Blind Snake Ramphotyphlops
nigrescens makes its home within the resort area.
Blind snakes are small, worm-like, burrowing
snakes with eyes reduced to tiny black spots.
They cannot see as such, but can probably
discern between light and dark (Queensland
Museum, 1995).

12 species of snakes have been identified
throughout the resort site. Four of these are
classed as potentially dangerous — that is, they
have very strong venom that is dangerous to an
adult human. The remaining 8 species are
classed as not dangerous to humans.

Some of the snakes of Couran Cove Island
Resort that are not potentially dangerous include:
o Brown Tree Snake Boiga irreqularis
The Brown Tree Snake is a relatively small
snake. lIts large eyes, with cat-like pupils, are a
very distinctive feature.

e Common Tree Snake Dendrelaphis punctulata
The Common or Green Tree Snake is a small,
slender snake inhabiting rainforest edges.

o Bandy Bandy Vermicella amulata
This is a nocturnal, burrowing snake that feeds
on blind snakes.

Demansia psammophis

Mostly inhabiting open grass and woodland,
this species has been seen along the outskirts
of the Livistona rainforest.

Potentially dangerous snakes of Couran Cove
Island Resort include:

o Eastern Brown Snake Pseudonaja textilis,

o Red-bellied Black snake Pseudechis porphyriacus.

Red-bellied Black Snake

o Death Adder Acanthophis antarcticus.
o Small-eyed Snake Rhinoplocephalus nigrescens
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Colour and pattern of snakes can usually give

a fair indication of the species encountered,
although like all other reptiles, these
characteristics may vary considerably between
individuals. Identification of a snake can be
confirmed by counting the number of rows of
scales around the middle of the body. There is
generally a great fear of all snakes; however,

it should also be remembered how crucial these
creatures are for all the ecosystems they inhabit.
They help keep the numbers of a variety of
animal species in check and are themselves

a food source, especially for large birds.

Snake Bite First Aid (Pearn and Covacevich,
1998, and Cogger, 1996)

Snakebite is not a common occurrence in
Australia. However, it is useful to understand the
symptoms and first aid treatment for use in the
event of a bite.

In 90 percent of cases, snakebites occur on

the limbs and usually as a result of trying to
catch or kill the snake. Biting is a protective
defense method for most animals, including
snakes. Symptoms may be localised or general
and there is usually a feeling of dull ache or pain
around the bite site within about 20 minutes.
Sweating, palpitations, nausea and vomiting are
common early symptoms of bites from venomous
snakes. Dizziness and headache, a constricted
feeling in the throat and chest and bleeding are
also common signs. In severe cases, snakebite
victims may collapse or fit and may experience
some paralysis.

In the event of snakebite, first aid is critical.
The steps involved are as follows:

1. Ensure the victim is calm and as inactive
as possible.

2. Never wash the bite. Any remaining venom
can be crucial for identification, hence
quicker medical treatment. Additionally, never
try cutting the wound and sucking the venom
out — this is a very inaccurate myth!

3. Apply a compression bandage, bandaging
towards the extremity of the limb (i.e. if bitten
on the wrist, bandage down to the hand first
them up the arm). Improvise if you do not
have a compression bandage (e.g. a shirt).

4. Reassure the victim to reduce fear and
distress and arrange transport to hospital as
quickly as possible.

5. Never cut the bitten area or apply
any chemicals.

6. If possible, alert the hospital of the victim’s
pending arrival.

z Couran Cove Island Resort

Remember, when bush walking, it is always a
good idea to carry a first aid kit, fully equipped
with bandages for such a purpose. Never put
yourself at risk of being bitten by foolishly trying
to handle or kill any snakes. These magnificent
creatures are much more scared of us than we
are of them.

References
e Cogger, H, G, 1996, Reptiles and Amphibians

of Australia, Reed Books, Melbourne.

e Pearn, J. and Covacevich, J, 1998, Venom’s

and Victims, Queensland Museum and
Amphion Press, Brisbane.

e Queensland Museum, 1995, Wildlife of Greater

Brisbane, Queensland Museum Publication,
Brisbane.

Botanical lllustrations by Louise Sanders®



