
Birds of
Couran Cove Island Resor t

There are over 750 species of birds now recorded
in Australia and Couran Cove Island Resort, on
South Stradbroke Island, is home to over 205.
The reason for this seemingly high number of
species is due to the variety of habitats to be found
on site. These include foredunes and grasslands,
rainforest and woodlands, wetlands and mangrove
forests. These habitats support a unique diversity
of bird species which can be seen at different times
of the year. There are many birds who make Couran
Cove Island Resort their home all year round and
some who migrate in at different times of the year.
There are insectivorous and seed eating birds, those
that feed on the nectar of our flowering trees and
others who prey upon a range of other wildlife.
There are birds to be seen whilst wandering through
our land during the day and those you will only
encounter in the darkness of night.

There are several birds of prey to be found on our
species list, but the most common and conspicuous
would have to be the Whistling Kite. This species
is the logo of the resort and it is easy to see why,
as it occupies the sky constantly above the main
lagoon and Broadwater. Ospreys, Brahminy Kites
and White Bellied Sea Eagles can also be found
fishing and hunting through these areas. The
birds of the Broadwater have long been admired
by both European and Aboriginal cultures. The
Kombumerri people, who have occupied this area
for generations, had a rich lifestyle entwined with
local wildlife and some of their stories reflect their
relationships with birds. The tribal totem for these
people is the secretive Rufous Night Heron, which
can be found hiding amongst the mangrove trees,
emerging at night to feed on the shore.

The Broadwater is home to many other residents
and a summer stopover for thousands of migratory
wading birds that feed in the protected bays of South
East Queensland. Birds such as the Eastern Curlew
and Whimbrel fly in from Asia, bringing with them
the Little Terns and Common Greenshanks. These
species breed overseas, so are termed non-breeding
migrants. These epic journeys are performed on
an annual basis and necessitate the protection of
suitable habitat to accommodate them on the way.
Resident birds of the Broadwater range in size and
colour from the huge white Pelican to the tiny Red
Capped Plover, who can be seen on occasions
scampering in fast forward along the fringe of the
resort lagoon.

On the other side of the island, the Eastern Beach
provides for those birds needing shellfish for food
and foredunes for breeding. It is also an ideal
lookout point for those wishing to observe our many
oceanic fishing birds such as the Australian Gannet.
This large white and yellow bird puts on sensational
diving displays as they follow schools of fish up
and down the coastline. The Pied Oyster Catcher
is almost guaranteed to be seen, as pairs wander
the beach searching for the staple of their diet, the
humble eugarie or pippie.

For those with patience and a keen eye, the small,
brown darting form of the Richard’s Pipit may appear
in amongst the foredunes where it searches for
insects and seeds. In between these two beaches,
one can observe any number of species depending
on the season and what the vegetation is offering.

During the autumn and winter months, many of
the larger gum and banksia species are flowering,
providing a canopy rich in nectar. This sweet aroma
fills the resort and attracts a multitude of birds, some
of which are residents and others who travel along
the east Australian coastline, following the flowering
seasons of trees. This symbiotic relationship
between birds and vegetation is repeated nowhere
else in the world to the magnitude that it has evolved
in Australia.

In no other country will you find the superb variety of
birds and trees all uniquely specialised to serve each
others needs. In these months, the tiny and beautiful
Scarlet Honeyeater flocks to the Forest Red Gums,
while the comparatively large Noisy Friar Bird utilises
the robust flowers of the Saw-Leaf Banksia. This is
all to the annoyance of the resident White
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Cheeked Honeyeater, which spends much of its
time busily defending its territory and providing a
wealth of calls.

Eastern Curlews

With all of this nectar being supplied, insect
numbers concentrate around these trees and so too
do the birds who feed upon them. Birds play a vital
role in the control of insects, consuming those that
are pests to man and those that threaten the health
of vegetation in suburban situations. Changes in
habitat have also altered bird populations, including
many of the species responsible for insect control.

The three-part call of the tiny Striated Pardalote is
usually the first sign of its presence. This bird busily
consumes bugs and the problematic, scale insects
which parasite our trees. On the mainland they are
often chased away by larger, more aggressive birds
such as Magpies, which are not common at Couran
Cove Island Resort. Another small insectivorous
bird that is slightly more conspicuous, due to its
preference for the lower canopy, is the Leaden
Flycatcher. Darting through the shrubbery and
gleaning insects from the branches is this small
bird’s specialty. The rainforest and wetland areas
of the resort support those birds that require the
protection and cover of these thick vegetation types.

The rarely seen, but very colourful Noisy Pitta,
spends much of its life on the rainforest floor turning
over the leaf litter looking for insects and other food
items, especially snails.  These birds have the
unusual habit of migrating to lower altitudes during
the cooler months of the year, meaning that autumn
and winter is the time you will most likely spot this
inconspicuous bird at Couran Cove Island Resort.
More commonly seen, but just as bright, is the
Eastern Yellow Robin. This grey and yellow
resident can often be seen in its trademark
sideways perching technique throughout our
rainforests and woodland. It quietly moves from
perch to perch, diving to the ground to catch its
insect prey or taking them on the wing.
Birdwatching becomes a whole new ballgame
when out and about at night.

The resort is home to many nocturnal species
of birds, some of them are likely to be seen on
a nightwalk. In the woodland areas, you might be
lucky enough to spot an active Tawny Frogmouth.
During the day, the superb camouflage of this
species renders it all but invisible on the bare
branches where it perches. At night it hunts for
large insects, swooping to the ground.

Here it may encounter a roosting White Throated
Nightjar. These mottled brown birds sleep amongst
the leaf litter, hunting at dusk and dawn for a variety
of insects that they take on the wing. White Throated
Nightjars have been recorded breeding at Couran
Cove Island Resort and it appears likely that they
use this area year after year.

The Southern Boobook is the smallest and most
common Australian owl and may be seen in all
types of site, depending on where it can find food.
This may include small birds and mammals and a
variety of insects. While walking about looking for
these nocturnal birds, the haunting sounds of the
night may betray the presence of another resort
resident. The Bush Thick Knee is more often heard
than seen, as it wanders through different parts of
the property foraging for insects in the leaf litter.
This bird is rarely spotted during the day, its cryptic
pattern and ground hugging technique making it a
special discovery for those who are lucky enough
to view it.

Whatever the time of year and whatever the time
of day, there is bound to be birds to view at Couran
Cove Island Resort. Join us on a guided walk to find
these special creatures in their natural habitat and
learn about our Australian wildlife and their lifestyle
requirements. You can assist our efforts by sharing
your discoveries with our Environmental Staff and
please refrain from feeding those species that may
visit your accommodation.
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