
Mammals of
Couran Cove Island Resort

South Stradbroke Island is not home to some of
the common animals that are considered to be
typically Australian, such as the platypus, koala,
dingo or kangaroo, but we are privileged to share
Couran Cove Island Resort with several beautiful,
but often elusive native mammals.

Mammals can be distinguished from other animal
classes by the fact that they are warm-blooded
and feed their young on milk. Most mammals also
possess hair and give birth to live young. This
class can be separated into smaller groups of
animals that exhibit similar but distinct
characteristics. Some familiar groups and those
that relate to South Stradbroke Island, are
placental (or eutherian) mammals, marsupials
and monotremes.

Fawn-Footed Melomys
Humans are eutherian mammals and apart from
bats, which are covered in a separate fact sheet,
our closest relative on South Stradbroke Island
also belongs to this group of mammals. It is
known as the Fawn-Footed Melomys. The
scientific name is Melomys cervinipes (ser-vin’-
ee-pez) which translates to ‘Tawny-Foot
Melanesian Mouse’. This small mouse-like
creature weighs between 45 grams and 110
grams and is between 10cm and 20cm long with,
males generally larger than females. It has soft
fur that ranges from being an orange-brown to a
reddish-brown colour with a white to grey belly.
About five weeks after mating in spring and
autumn, the female usually gives birth usually to
two young, who will stay mainly in the nest until
they are weaned at three weeks of age.

The Fawn-Footed Melomys lives mainly in the
canopy of a closed forest, such as the Livistona
Rainforest, where it builds a nest and grazes on
leaves, shoots and fruits. It ventures to the
ground, but only in places with a dense ground
cover of leaf-litter and logs for protection.

Agile Wallaby
Marsupials differ from eutherian mammals in
that their young are born in an embryonic
condition – tiny, naked and with the hind limbs
and tail still incomplete. Most marsupials have a
pouch that encloses teats to which the newborn
attaches itself until it is reasonably well
developed. Couran Cove Island Resort is home to
several marsupial species.

Perhaps the most commonly observed marsupial
on South Stradbroke Island is the Agile Wallaby.
The scientific name, Macropus agilis literally
means ‘agile long-foot’. Agile Wallabies are
normally a sandy brown colour with a whitish belly
and males are considerably larger than females.
The edges of their ears and the tip of their tail are
black and they often have a dark brown stripe
along the top of their head and a light stripe on
their thigh.

Agile Wallaby

These voracious vegetarians are most active from
late afternoon into the night, generally feeding on
grasses, shrubs and even digging for roots. Much
of the landscaping and nursery plants at CouranFawn Footed Melomys



A ltho ug h  the y  a re  o m nivo rou s an d  w ill e at b e rrie s ,
g ra ss  s e ed s a nd  p la n t fib re , th e y pre fe r in s ec ts 
a nd  s pid ers a nd  w ill s om e time s b urro w  into the 
g ro un d to fin d ea rth wo rm s . Bandicoots are prolific
breeders as the females are sexually mature at
3 to 4 months and can produce several litters
during the breeding season. There are usually
2 to 4 young in each litter who leave the pouch
at 2 months old and are weaned a week later.

Sugar Glider
Sugar Gliders are fairly common in the eucalypt
forests on South Stradbroke Island. Petaurus
breviceps (brev’-ee-seps) is their scientific name
which translates to ‘Short-Headed Rope-Dancer’.
These little creatures are about 16cm to 21cm
long, with a 19cm tail and only weigh between
115 grams and 140 grams. The gliders have a
flap of skin attached from their wrist to their ankle
which, when stretched out, allows them to glide
for up to 50 metres between trees. This mode of
transport allows the Sugar Gliders to flee from
predators as well as to cover a large area in
search of food. Apart from eating insects such as
cicadas, Sugar Gliders mainly feed on nectar,
pollen and the gum produced by acacias. By
digging grooves in the bark of trees they may
also eat the sap of certain eucalypts.

Sugar Glider nests are spherical or bowl-shaped
hollows, lined with leaves, in the trunks or
branches of trees. Each of these nests will
usually contain a social group of up to 7 adults
and their young. After breeding in June or July,
the young stay in the pouch for about 70 days
and remain
in the communal nest for a further 40 to 50 days
before they will forage in the open with their
mother. In their first 12 months, many Sugar
Gliders fall victim to attack by predators such
as owls, kookaburras, goannas and snakes.

Cove Island Resort have been fenced to stop
the Agile Wallabies from grazing on them. The
resort’s turfed areas are a favoured food source
for these wallabies and several have been
observed swimming across to Spa Island to
feed on the turf there. This is an extreme case
of ‘the grass is always greener on the other
side of the fence’.

When food sources are prevalent, breeding
occurs throughout the year. After one month,
a single young is born into the pouch where it
remains until it is 7 or 8 months old, however, it
is not weaned until it is nearly a year old. Shortly
after giving birth, the female will mate again to
produce a quiescent blastocyst, which is an
embryo that does not grow until the pouch has
been vacated by the other young.

Prior to European settlement, Agile Wallabies
populated the entire Queensland coastline.
However, apart from North and South Stradbroke
Island, their range is restricted to areas north of
Rockhampton. The Agile Wallabies at Couran
Cove Island Resort are, therefore, a significant
remnant population for South-East Queensland.

Golden Swamp Wallaby
A marsupial that is entirely restricted to North
and South Stradbroke Island is the Golden
Swamp Wallaby. This wallaby has a dark brown
to black above and a strong rufous–orange
below which is reflected in the scientific name,
Wallabia bicolor (bie’-kol-or) subspecies welsbyi,
or the ‘Two-Coloured Wallaby’. The Swamp
Wallaby is the only living member of the Wallabia
genus. Because these animals are very shy,
sightings are rare and virtually always at night.
These wallabies browse on shrubs and bracken
fern in areas of dense vegetation, such as the
Livistona rainforest. The Golden Swamp Wallaby
breeds in much the same way as the Agile
Wallaby but a joey may stay in the pouch for up
to 9 months and won’t be weaned until it is
approximately 15 months old.

Northern Brown Bandicoot
A  c om mo n  m ars up ia l o n So u th  S tra db ro k e Is la n d
is th e N orth e rn  B ro w n Ba n dico ot, w ho s e sc ie n tific 
n am e, Iso od on  ma cro urus  (m ak ’-roh -y u e’-rus ),
tra ns la tes  to  ‘lo ng -ta ile d eq ua l-too th. T his 
b an dico o t we igh s be twe en  50 0 gra ms  a n d
3  k ilog ram s a nd  h as  a bo d y be tw e en  3 5 cm 
a nd  4 0c m  lon g  w ith m ales  ge ne ra lly  la rg er
tha n fe m ales . It ha s  s pe c kled -b row n fur w ith  a 
w hitish  be lly .

T he  N orthe rn  Brow n B an dic oo t sp e nd s its  d ay s 
c on ce ale d in  a ne st th at is  a  s h allo w  d ep re s sion 
c ov ered  by  a  he ap  o f g ro u nd  litter a n d so il. T he y 
m ay  a ls o  u se  a ho llo w lo g  a s a s ub stitu te .
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Sugar Glider



Squirrel Glider
A very similar, but slightly larger creature than
the sugar glider is the Squirrel Glider. Despite
being almost twice the size of the Sugar Glider,
with a body between 18cm and 23cm, a 27cm
tail and a weight of around 230 grams, the
Squirrel Glider has the same gliding ability as
its smaller cousin. The scientific name, Petaurus
norfolcensis (nor’-fol-ken’-sis) suggests that the
first specimen to be named came from Norfolk
Island. Feeding, breeding and nesting are
similar to the sugar glider. The easiest way to
distinguish between the two animals is that the
Squirrel Glider has a creamy-white belly as
opposed to the pale grey of the Sugar Glider.

Echidna
M on otre m es  a re th os e  m am m als th a t la y  e gg s
a nd  lac k  tea ts. A pa rt fro m th e L on g-B ea ke d
E ch id na  of N e w Gu in e a, A u stra lia  is h om e to  th e
o nly oth er m o no trem e s, th e platy pu s a nd  the 
S ho rt-B e ak ed  Ec hidn a . T ac hy glo ss us  ac ulea tus 
(ah -k ue ’-lay -ah ’-tu s ), o r the  ‘S piny  Sw ift T on gu e ’ is 
d is trib u te d a cros s the  A u stra lia n co n tine nt
inc lu din g So u th  S tra db ro k e Is la n d. A lso  k no w n as 
the  ‘Sp iny  A n t-Ea te r’, th e ec hid na , w hich  is  3 0c m 
to 45 cm  lo ng  an d we igh in g  b etwe e n 2k g  a nd  7 k g,
fee ds  e n tire ly on  a n ts  a n d te rm ite s. Afte r b re ak ing 
o pe n an  an t o r te rm ite  n e st w ith  its  stro ng  fo re -
p aw s an d  s no u t, a  s tic ky  to ng ue  da rts  rep ea ted ly 
o ut o f the  s n ou t ad h erin g  to th e  s ma ll in se c ts  a n d
d ra wing  th em  in to  th e mo u th .

Echidnas generally shelter in hollow logs or
thick bushes, however they will construct their
own burrow for incubating and suckling their
young. About 2 weeks after mating, a single egg
is laid into the female’s pouch. Ten days later the
hatchling emerges and feeds on the milk exuded
from the pores on the echidna’s belly. As spines,
or quills begin to grow at three months of age,
the young is released from the pouch but may
still remain in the burrow.

When threatened, the echidna can roll up into a
ball, or bury its body in the ground, exposing
only its sharp spines. For this reason it has
very few significant predators and its population
is not threatened.

Reminder
It is important that you do not feed wild animals,
no matter how cute or hungry they might look.
Feeding them may change their diet, causing
them to become ill or even die. When food
sources are prevalent, many species will breed
prolifically and can then out-compete other
species. Also, by encouraging animals to come
closer to you, it will desensitise them to being in
the presence of humans. You must remember
though, that these are wild animals and if they
are startled, they can often cause serious injuries.
So for your own sake, and that of the animals,
please do not feed the animals.
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